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Squirrel sa¥s: 


Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
” you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. \ ! 


If you haven't got pont PAN 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you're getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 
your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Easter Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95, Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. 


Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Customer enquiries: 0424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 071 581 1371 
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TALES OF FARTHING WOOD \\ 
Toad and Paddock are 
kidnapped — but Whistler 
comes to the rescue. GALLERY 


There’s another riddle to 


ALL ABOUT...Spiders solve this week, and some 

You probably have about very silly jokes! 

20 different kinds of spiders 

just in your back garden. SECRET WORLD OF... 
Agravel pit 


FASCINATING FACTS 
Do you know how many 
animals apart from birds 


can fly? 


These man-made pits 
quickly become ideal 
habitats for many animals. 


PUZZLE IT OUT 
DISCOVERING NATURE Owl is looking after the fox 
Build a mechanical digger to cubs — she finds them 
make your own gravel pit. quite a challenge. 
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Weasel darted into the clearing to warn Vixen 
that Scarface was near. “Shall I sing your 
cubs a lullaby?” she asked. She launched into 
a song, which was more like a shriek. 


Scarface slunk off. “What are you trying 
to do — deafen them? asked Vixen, crossly. 
“T could hear your dulcet iones across the 
pond,” said Owl, flying in. 


She followed him and watched as he hid 


in the bushes outside Fox’s earth. “Grrr, 
they’ve had four cubs,” he snarled to himself. 


While she was singing, Weasel kept 
winking and pointing at the bushes where 
Scarface was hiding. The fox cubs looked 
on, rather puzzled. 


“Scarface is 
watching you,” 
whispered Weasel. 
“T can’t see anything,” 
said Vixen, looking in 
the bushes. “Why must 
you frighten my cubs so?” 


“But it’s true,” sobbed Weasel, stomping 
off. “Serve them right if I was Scarface’s 
spy,” she said to herself. “I can help you 
keep an eye on them,” Owl said to Vixen. 
“Better safe than sorry.” 


Adder landed on the ground with a bump. 
“Let me return your hossspitality,” she 
hissed, winding herself round Bold’s neck. 
“Don’t hurt him, he’s only a cub,” cried Vixen. 


“T1l look after your cubs 
if you want to go and 
find him,” said Owl. 
Vixen went off and 
the cubs played 
together. Owl dozed 
off — then woke with 
a start. “Come back 
Dreamer!” she called, 
as the cub wandered off. 


Just then, Adder slithered up. Bold started to 
growl at her. “Adder’s a friend, don’t hurt 
her,” warned Vixen. Bold took no notice. He 
grabbed the snake and tossed her into the air. 


a 


Adder loosened her grip. “Have you seen 
Toad?” Vixen asked Adder, as she turned to 
go. “That’sss what I came to tell you ... he’sss 
gone back to his pond.” 


SS... 


She heard a eS 
rustle in the bushes. 
“Nice day for spying, 
Scarface,” Owl said, sarcastically. 
Scarface stood up suddenly and 
bumped his head on a branch. 
“It’s none of your business you old 
ratbag,” he snarled. 


Scarface went back to his mate, Lady Blue. 
“That Farthing vixen has had four cubs,” 
he told her.” “To be expected,” she replied. 
“I bet they aren’t as sweet as ours.” 


“They've got your lily-livered blood,” he 
complained. “If you think her cubs are 
better than mine, I must see them for 
myself,” said Lady Blue, leaving the earth. 
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“Sweet! I don’t want sweet cubs, I want 
warriors,” growled Scarface, knocking over 
Ranger in his anger. The tiny cub slunk 
away and a tear ran down his face. 


Lady Blue poked her head out of the bushes 
to get a better look at the Farthing Wood 
cubs. “Keep away from them,” growled Vixen. 
“As if I would want to have anything to do 
with such riff raff,” answered Lady Blue. 
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“T hear you've left them unattended, what 
kind of a mother are you?” “A mother with 
friends,” said Vixen. “Who’s looking after your 
cubs...?” Bold crept up to his mother’s side te 
support her and Lady Blue cuffed him. 


“Why couldn’t you keep out of the way,” 
cried Vixen. “I was defending you,” said 
Bold. “You'll have trouble with that one,” 
said Lady Blue, running off. 


Next week: Toad in love. 


All About... 


mae Lae ~ 


6¢How do you do. My name's 
Feral cat and I'm related to both 
the Wildcat who lives in Scotland 
and pet cats. My ancestors were 
pet (domestic) cats but my family 
has been living wild for many 
years now. | live in the country 
but | often take shelter in farm 
buildings where | can get a good 
meal of mouse or rat. 

Some of my relations live in 
towns where they raid dustbins or 
are sometimes given scraps by kind 
humans. The Feral cats that live on 
uninhabited Scottish islands 
survive perfectly well without 
humans. They keep alive by eating 
small mammals and young birds.99 


Our markings vary a lot and it’s often difficult to 
tell us apart from pet tabbies or Wildcats. We are 
often more blotched than Wildcats and our tails 

are more pointed. Many of us mate with pet cats 
or Wildcats, so our kittens may not be truly Feral. 


One definite difference between us and Wildcats is that 


they usually live alone, only keeping company with 
another Wildcat in the mating season. We often live 

in a group of about 15 cats, with usually more females 
than males. We greet each other by raising our tails 
and rubbing each other on the head and sides to 
Pass on our particular scent. This helps us recognize 
each other. Town cats often live in hospital or factory 
grounds where they can keep away from pet cats. 


RUB AND SNIFF 

Have you ever seen a cat 
carefully sniffing a low 
branch, a post, or the sides 
of a fence? This is our way 
of discovering who passed 
by recently, because we 
mark out our territories by 
rubbing our bodies against 
various objects. By doing 
this, we leave our scent 
from glands under the chin 
or on the head, back or tail. 
This warns intruders that 
they are in territory that’s 
already occupied by one 
or more cats. Females 
sometimes leave their 
scent on the ground. 


All About... 


Kittens 


66We Feral cats can have three or four litters of 
kittens every year. Scottish Wildcats normally have 
just one, in spring. If they do have a second litter, 
their mate is usually a Feral or pet cat.99 


Naan! 


Wildcat kittens emerge from their 
den when they are four or five 
weeks old. Their mother starts to 
teach them to hunt at about nine 
weeks. At first they practise on 
leaves and other moving things, 
but when they’re about three 
months old she takes them on 
real hunting trips to catch small 
mammals, such as mice and voles. 
By the time they are five months 
old, they can fend for themselves. 


HOLY CATS 
Archaeologists have 
discovered that 4500 
years ago, in Egypt, 
cats weren’t just 
considered useful for 
catching mice and rats 
— they were important 
religious symbols and 
were buried in special 
cat cemeteries. 


Although all cats chase and try to 
catch birds, most of us have no luck 
with adult birds - they’re too quick for 
us. We can, however, catch young 
birds and in some wild places, like on 
the moors, they’re an important part of 
our diet. Town Feral cats scavenge for 
the leftovers of humans’ meals. 


A hayloft makes a comfy place forme car, the lid of a dustbin or even a car ~ 


to have my kittens, but town Feral tyre. Because there is less food 
cats make use of all sorts of shelters, available for us Feral cats, we usually 
such as the inside of an abandoned have fewer kittens than pet cats. 
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lady Blu 


Those common red foxes had better not 
try anything clever with my cubs. We blue 
foxes are cunning and mean and we don’t 
scare easily. Scarface and | didn’t ask the 
Farthing Wood rabble to come here and 
we'll do all we can to get rid of them. 
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DRAW A CIRCLE FOR THE 
HEAD AND A SAUSAGE 
SHAPE FOR THE BODY 


ADD A LINE 
FOR THE 
GROUND 


JOIN THE 4 


DRAW TWO SMALL V-SHAPES HEAD AND — 
FOR THE EARS, AND A BIGGER BODY WITH 
ONE FOR THE MUZZLE TWO CURVES 


ADD A LONG \ 
CURVE FOR THE 
TOP OF THE TAIL DRAW TWO CURVED 


LINES FOR THE LEGS 


DRAW TWO MORE 


LINES FOR THE DRAW A SMALL 
OTHER TWO LEGS pie FOR THE 
DRAW IN EYE SOCKET 
HAIR ON TOP 
THE H 
sal ad DRAW A TRIANGLE 


INSIDE ONE EAR SHAPE THE 
DRAW TWO LINES TO MUZZLE 
SHAPE THE STOMACH 
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ADD A NOSE ADD A LINE 
BNDMCUTE DRAW FOUR LINES TO ts og 
Wy COMPLETE THE LEGS 7Ae TAT 
ADD PAWS \ D 
Bane RAW YOUR LINES 
LIGHTLy $0 Yoy 
CAN RuB OUT 
ADD A PUPIL TO OVERL 
THE EYE AND ADD APPING ONES 
<A~ AN EYEBROW 
DRAW TWO CURVES TO SHOW 
THE SHOULDER MUSCLES 
DRAW TWO 
SHORT LINES 
ON THE FACE oy a cew 
SPOTS TO THE GIVE THE TAIL 
MUZZLE FOR A JAGGED TIP 


WHISKERS rN 4 
ROUGH UP THE \\ 


HAIR ON THE LEGS 
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“you didn’t expect to find m 
here. Well, Adders live all over” 
Britain — including islands. You won't 
find us in Ireland though, where ther 
On the moors and hillsides here, thi 


animals live here, too, including some I’ve never seen on 
the mainland. Birds breed and feed among the island’s 
rocks and plants. Sea creatures often show themselves 


GLa... 0 the surface of the surrounding sea.99 
Se 


i Adder’s Challenge: Grey seals love lounging on 
quiet offshore islands. How many can you see 
basking on the beach and bobbing in the sea? 


There are six seals at the 


Rescued at last! Come and visit me on my 
desert island. I’m not lonely, as there are 
animals to keep me company. | don’t go 
hungry either - there’s tropical fruit to eat 
and, of course, I can always eat a fish - if | 
can catch one. My island started off as a 
coral reef thousands of years ago, but 
islands form in other ways, too. In fact, the 
earth is moving and changing all the time, 
although we can’t usually feel it. 


seaside. Look for blubbery 

a lumps or noses poking out 
of the water. Don’t count 
the killer whales. 


_ Orkney voles are bigger 

_ than mainland Field 
voles. Island animals 

_ are often bigger than 
their mainland cousins. 
For instance, Shetland 
wrens and Bull Island mice 
are beefier than common 
wrens and mice. 


Killer whales patrol Britain’s west coast waters in 
summer. An adult male grows up to 9m long and the 
fin on his back may stick 2m out of the water. They 

* have powerful jaws and sharp teeth for hunting. 


The moving earth 
HOW ISLANDS APPEAR 


PICK YOUR FAVOURITES 


Could you live on a desert island 
like Robinson Crusoe? What do 
you think you’d want to take with 
you if you were shipwrecked? 
Choose your favourite record, m 
book, toy and one luxury item ' 
(maybe you'd want some insect 
spray!) and write them down. Get 
your friends to do the same. 


The female Eider 
duck (top) plucks ; 
F soft feathers (called ee 
down) from her 7 
breast to line her 
nest. Because it’s so 
soft and warm, Eider 
down is used to make 
quilts and bedding. 


Mountainous islands, 
like those in the 
Caribbean, are 
formed when 
volcanoes erupt on 
the ocean floor. 


The Scottish primrose 
grows only in Orkney and in 
a few places on the coast of 
northern Scotland. It has pink 

petals, unlike the yellow 
Primrose, which is found 
on hedgebanks and 
woods all over. 


Sometimes a coral reef 
builds up until the tiny 

skeletons form low-lying 
islands, like the Maldives 
in the Indian Ocean. 


North Ronaldsay sheep 
3 are a tough island breed 
| with white, brown or 
gaz | black wool. They edge 
, : along the rocky coast, 
grazing on the slippery 
crop of seaweed. 


Ui : In areas where the 
sea level has risen, 
low-lying ground 
may be flooded, 
leaving higher land 


as an island. 


Shetland ponies are 
cute and tiny, and great 
a to ride, but they are not 
Grass of Parnassus / . “AS. as soft as they look. On 
is not a grass at all. . ‘\ the island of Shetland 
It’s a plant, which where they come | 
bears white flowers from, conditions 
on the end of thin can be quite 
stems. lts faint honey rough. The ponies 
whiff attracts insects grow long shaggy 
to pollinate it. coats to combat the 
winter weather. 


CONTINENTAL DRIFT 300 million years ago, all the countries _ called plates; they still move today. In 
of the world were joined in one huge places like the San Andreas Fault in 
continent. Slowly, they drifted apart. California, USA, plates rub together 
These moving chunks of Earth are sometimes, causing earthquakes. 


The Snowy owl is only a winter visitor to 


= “—s. northern Britain - although a pair bred ‘i 
The Great skua attacks seabirds ss oie r - _= __ in Shetland in 1967. It’s a large bird ) 
_ and steals their catch, so some ~ «" ife, Oh .. with white plumage and yellow 
people call it the Robber bird. lt =~ a Ras ee i eneng eyes. It glides over the moor 
_ also divebombs people or animals « & SS ,_slike a buzzard, looking i 


150 million 
years ago 


ie % 


_ who get too close to its nest. for voles and mice. 


t RIED TREASURE Pla 


Take a sheet of paper and divide it into squares. Crusoe and hides the treasure. He writes down the 
Write letters down one side and numbers along the _—_ grid reference but doesn’t let anyone else see it. The 


bottom. Where the letters and numbers meet is a other players are the pirates. The pirates write down 
grid reference. For example, on our map, the top left the grid reference where they think the treasure is 
square is 1A, the next one along is 2A, and so on. buried. If you want, Robinson Crusoe could give a 
Draw an island outline and then things you might _clue like, ‘This dark place is damp and cold, To look 
find on it - monkeys, waterfalls, caves — let your in here you'll have to be bold’ (in a cave). 
imagination run wild! Don’t forget to put in the sea When everyone has written down their grid 


round the edge of the island - perhaps there’s a reference, Robinson Crusoe reveals the 
pirate ship moored up there. true location and the lucky pirate wins 
Ask a grown-up for some treasure (like chocolate _ the prize. Or maybe Crusoe will NG 
| money). One of the players becomes Robinson have to give another clue ... / ; 
. 1 
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Too much sunshine is bad for the skin, and 
if you don’t want to turn into a giant freckle 
you'll need to protect yourself. 

You will need: a /arge newspaper, 
sticky tape, two strips of paper, 
each 5 x 75cm, paint, 


WALK THE PLANK 


Dress up as a pirate and go in 
search of buried treasure. 


Make a cutlass Tie a scarf Use loops 


glue, stapler. @ Roll up (see Discovering round your of thread to 
five newspaper Nature issue 9) head. hang two 
sheets into a tube and to carry. ——— 9°ld-coloured 


tube about 10cm from the top (this will ea [) = 


A stop the sunshade falling down the handle). 


fasten with sticky tape. Glue a — / 9) a tas soot 
strip of paper and wrap it round the-nq@® F) your ears. 
& 


Make an 
eye-patch from 
black paper 
and elastic. 


pe  % 


 Folda 
double sheet of 
newspaper like a 
concertina, making each 
fold about 5cm wide. Do 


Wear a stripy 


the same with another Tetiet pat an 

double sheet. old belt. 

3 Pinch each 

concertina together in Cut the 
bottoms off 


the middle and staple. an old paltiof 


trousers to 
make a 
ragged edge. 


a Fan out each concertina 
to make two semi-circles 
and staple in place. 


§ staple the 

two semi-circles 
together, leaving 
enough room in the 
middle for the handle 
to slide through. Paint 
the sunshade and 
handle in bright colours. 


Make buckles 


When they're dry, slip from card. 
the shade over ‘ccotianien 
the handle thenigluste ’ 


your shoes. 


until it reaches the 
stop. Paint both sides 
of the second strip of 
paper. Glue it round 

the handle above 
the shade. 


Squirrel says 
Ask an adult to 
let you know what 
old clothes you 

can use. 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING a 


ROCKS 


Do you know why pebbles on the seashore 
are rounded? Well, it’s because the 
movement of the waves rubs them smooth. 


Iyes 


Rocks come in millions of other shapes, 
too. They are broken down and sculpted by 
volcanoes, weather and rivers. Sometimes 
rocks don’t look like rocks at all. 


4 TURKISH BATH 

Pamukkale Falls in Turkey looks just 
like a big waterfall that’s turned to 
stone. Funnily enough, that’s 
more-or-less what it is. Minerals in 
the water have collected over many 
years to build up the stony white 
crust on the mountainside. 


@ ROCK BATHER 
Adder has come out in 
mild weather to bask on a 
handy rock. She's flat out 
at the moment, but as 
soon as she’s soaked up 
some of the sun's warmth 
she'll be full of beans. 
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PAN SCOURER 
This wiry fuzz isn’t 
something used to 
scrub dirty pans. 
It’s actually 
Reticulite - the 
lightest rock in 
the world. It’s a 
sort of pumice 
“stone made from 
volcanic larva. 


v LEGEND IN STONE 
People tread carefully as they scramble 
over the Giant’s Causeway in County 
Antrim, N. Ireland. The strange columns, 
formed by basalt rock, are said to be the 
stepping stones once used by an Irish 
giant called Finn McCool. 
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: What are the stony 
icicles which hang from 
cave roofs called? 


"SOPPORIEYS = 


v PEBBLE PLANTS 


These Lithops or Living stones are plants 
. disguised as stones. They are perfectly 
camouflaged in the dry lands where they 


live - except when their flowers open. 
Looking pebbly is handy when a plant 
wants to avoid being eaten by animals. 


j 


La 
slice of rock looks 


/ <q CLOSE-UP COLOUR 
If you’ve ever looked into a 

’ kaleidoscope you may have seen 
colourful shapes like this. That’s just 

an optical illusion, of course. But this 

colourful pattern is exactly what a thin 


: FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


ROCKY ROSE 

Sand is rock that has been ground down to fine 
dust. Sometimes sand grains stick together and 
become hardened by minerals called Barytes. Then 
it forms unusual stony shapes like this Desert rose 
from the Sahara. It looks just like a real flower! 


A SAND STATUES 

Over thousands of years, the wind 
has carved away layers of soft stone 
to leave these huge rocky mounds 
sticking up in the middle of the 
Arizona desert. Monument Valley in 
the USA has some of the world’s 
most impressive wind carvings. 


> RIVER OF ROCK 

The volcano Mauna Loa erupts 
on Big Island, Hawaii, spewing 
out a hot fountain of larva, which 
looks like juicy watermeion pulp. 
The red larva is actually rock, 
which is so hot it has melted. 


like under a microscope. 


The Shrews and Fieldmice had planned a picnic 
together. However, they had just settled 
themselves under a tree when there was a flash 
of lightning and a rumble of thunder. 

“We can’t stay under this tree — we might be 
struck by lightning,” said Shrew. “Quick! Let’s 
go to our house - we’re the nearest.” 


P)/ Squirrel says 
1 NEVER shelter under 


a tree in a storm — 


\ lightning might , 
strike it. 47 


MAZE 
Which is the way to the Shrews’ nest? 


LIGHTNING AND THUNDERCLOUDS 
Can you find two lightning flashes the 
same and two thunderclouds the same? 


The Shrews and Fieldmice arrived 
soaking wet. The nest was snug and 
warm and, sheltered from the rain, 
they ate their picnic. By the time 
they’d finished, the storm was over. 


HIDDEN WORD). 


he 


A Shrew put his head out of the nest and 
gasped “Look at that lovely rainbow!” 

“lve heard there’s a pot of gold at the rainbow’s 
end,” said a Fieldmouse. “Let’s try and find it.” 

So the Shrews and Fieldmice went scurrying in the 
direction of the rainbow, but as they approached, 
it faded from view. 

“We're certainly out of luck today,” said a 
disappointed Fieldmouse. “Let’s go home and 
try again another day.” 


COUNTING SHEEP 
How many sheep 
are in the pen? 


eG /_A || 


WEATHER WORD LADDER 
Fill in the ladder and find the hidden word. 


Clues ; 

1 What is one word for rain, thunder and 
lightning? 

2 What is the opposite of night? 

3 Another name for a light fog, often near a river. 
4 What makes the sky light? 

5 What colour is the sky on a fine day? 

6 What brings rain? 

7 A breeze is another name for a light ——? 


The ink in a felt tip shows one 
colour but is, in fact, made up 
of many different colours. From 
only one dot of a felt tip, you 
can find out just how many 
different colours there are in 
the ink! Try brown — it’s mixed 
from lots of colours. 


same thunderclouds are B and D. 


LIGHTNING AND THUNDER 

The same flashes are 2 and 7. The 
COUNTING SHEEP 

WEATHER WORD LADDER 

1 Storm 2 Day 3 Mist 4 Sun 

5 Blue 6 Cloud 7 Wind. 

The hidden word is “rainbow”. 


There are 28 sheep. 


ANSWERS 


4 The water will 
soak into the blotting 


You will need a tall 
jam jar, a piece of 


blotting paper at paper nearly as far as 
least pene 3 Balance the pencil across the the pencil. Different 
four different top of the jar so that the strip colours will show at 


hangs in the water with the spot different heights all 


coloured washable 


felt tips (including J Cut the blotting paper into four @ Using the felt tip, make a large dot above the water line. You can hang we wal up the the 
a brown one), equal strips as long as the jar. Tape + 3cm from the end of the strip. Pour other strips, each with a different strip - Srpating your 
pencil, sticky tape. the end of one strip to the pencil. water in the jam jar to a depth of 2cm. coloured dot, at the same time. rainbow in a jar! 
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